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I. An Abjlract of the remarkahle Cafe and 
Cure of a Woman^ from whom a Foetus 
was extraSiedj that had been lodged thirteen 
Tears in one of the Fallopian Tubes ; fent 
from Riga by Dr. James Mounfey, Phy-^ 
ftcian to the Army of the Czarina, together 
with the Boms of the faidVcztxx^^ as a Pre- 
fent to the Royal Society of London, and 
delivered accordingly in his Name^ by 
Henry Baker^ F.R.S. 

The Original read ff'-jr^li'j^ Particulars of this extra- 
^t a Meeting cfthe ■ ordinary Cafe are itt forth 

Royal Society, i? eb, ■ , . .^ rx 1 r r > 

4. 1747-8- X ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^* Motmfey s 

"^^ Paper, the Subflance where- 
of is as follows : 

A Soldier's Wife, of Abo in Finland^ of a mid^ 
dling Stature, and who had been the Mother of two 
Children, being pregnant a third time in the Year 
1 7 3 o, was afflifted with violent Pains and Twiftings 
in the Bowels, fwooning Fits, Vomitings, and great 
Diforders in her Back and lower Belly. Thefe 
Symptoms, and Complaints of feveral other kinds, 
continued to make her uncafy, till ftie found her 

Burden 



* It is likewife printed iii the 5tt;^4^ Lattguage^ in the Afts 
of the ReyaLJcademy at Sseckholm. 

s 



[ IS2 ] 

Burden incrcafe, which fell from Side to Side as 
fhe changed the Pofturc of her Body, and could be 
prelTed by her Hand from one Place to another, but 
rather chofe to remain on the right Side. 

After Quickening her Health became better, fhe 
grew bigger belly'd than ordinary, and was fuppofed to 
carry Twins* About the time her Delivery was cx- 
peded, fhe was taken ill with violent Pains by Fits 
acrofs her lower Belly j but had none in her Back, nor 
any Forcings downwards; and next Day thefe Pains 
went off, which made her fuppofe fhe had mif^ 
icckonM. But after this her Breafts fwell'd, and gave 
Milk in Plenty ; and her Menfes came on, attended 
with more violent Pains than fhe had had before 5 
and fuch large Difcharges of Blood from time to 
time, that fhe could neither fpeak nor move ; and 
even after the Floodings were flopped, her Blood 
and Strength feem'd quite exhauftcd : She often 
fainted away, and wasfometimes thought to be dead. 

She continued very fickly for ten Years afterwards ; 
during which Time her Burden was moveable, and 
fell from Side to Side. But in the Month of Sep- 
tember 1741. file felt a Pain beneath the Navel, 
with a Swelling and Rednefs, which in about three 
Weeks appcar'd like a fmall Boil. This fhe pierced 
with an Awl, and a yellow-colour'd Water ran 
from it without any Smell, and continued fo to do 
for near three Weeks more, when it difcharged a 
purulent ftinking Matter. 

In the Month of "June two fmall Bones came 
out, which were given to the Surgeon that vifited 
her J who only ^plicd a Piece of Plaifler, pcrfuading 
her that a Cure was impoffibie. Other fmall Bones 

worked 
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work'd thcmfelvcs out afterwards, till Ociober 1742. 
when the Head -Quarters of the Ruffian Army being 
at Abo, this unhappy Woman applied to Dr. Moun- 
fey^ who, after a careful Examination, undertook 
to deliver her. And accordingly, de firing the Af- 
fiftance of Mr. Geitky Surgeon to the Regiment of 
Aboy a grooved Probe w^as thruft into the Fijiula, 
and an Incilton made with a Biftory, upwards and 
obliquely, from the Linea alba into the Cavity of 
the Abdomen ^ but flie being unruly, and the Ope- 
ration not going on to the Doftor's Liking, he pro- 
ceeded no farther till the next Day , only fomc loofe 
Bones w^ere extracted, and the Wound dreffed with 
Tents and Compreffes, to hold in the Omentum, 
and keep the Wound open. 

At the next Operation the Incifion was carried 
downwards, and then another Incifion contiiiued 
from the firft was conduced upwards, and flaming 
at a fmall Diftance from the firft, taking care to keep 
as near as pofTible the Direction where the Adhefion 
of this Body to the "Peritoneum appeared to be, and 
avoiding to make the external Wound larger than 
abfolutely needful, left the Omentum and Guts fiiould 
fall out 5 and particularly left the Suppuration fliould 
exceed the Strength of Nature, which was here al- 
ready nearly exhaufted. 

A large Opening w^as now made, but the F(^ius 
being clofely enveloped by its containing Sack, 
the iDoftor durft not venture to draw it out bjr 
Force, for fear fome of the naked Bones might la- 
cerate the internal Parts : Wherefore, dilating this 
Sack with the Points of a Pair of Probe- Sciflars, di- 
refted by the Fingers of the left Hand, he pierced 
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:Mid cut in Pieces the Skull, which afterwards he cx- 
tracled piece-meal. 

The Matter that firft iffued out had a very naufc- 
ous Smell, and confifted of Membranes, Fat, and 
corrupted Fiefn. On opening the Cranium^ the Ce- 
rebrtim appeared of its natural Colour^. The Opera- 
tion having been long, and the Woman fainting 
away, the Wound was drefied, v/ithout attempting 
to extrad more at that time* In the Evening fhe 
was taken with Vomitings; but by proper internal 
Medicines, and Flannel Stoups wrung out of hot 
Wine, applied over the whole Belly, and often re- 
newed, fhe found Eafe, and grew better. The 

Lofs of Blood, during the whole Operation^ was 
inconfiderable, 

Next Day the Bones of the Trunk, and moft of the 
other large ones, with their Ligaments and rotten 
Fiefh, were taken out. The Matter difchargcd for 
feveral Days was of a dark-brown Colour, occafion'd 
by Blood ifluing from the dilated Pores of the in- 
ternal Surface of the Sack, which rendcrd the Mat- 
ter at firft of a deep- red Colour ; but that changed 
daily and gradually, till at laft it became white. The 
Doftor imagines this Difchargc to refemble the Lo-^ 
chia after Child-birth ^ for after the Fcetus was ex- 
tracled, the Woman's Breafts fweird, and gave Milk 
in Plenty for two Months, in Quantity, Colour, 
and Confiftence, as if after a Delivery at the proper 
Time, 

The Doctor examined this Sack very diligently 
with his Fingers, whilft thin, and not contracted, but 
formed into Wrinkles, through which he felt the 
Re6ium, the Vejica urinaria^ and, as he thought, 

the 
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the Fundus Uteri. Many fmall Bones lay in the 
Folds J but, as fiie complained not of Pain, they 
were left till the Suppuration began, excepting thofc 
the Sack in contrading itfelf threw oxxu 

Bcfidcs Fomentations, Balfamics, proper Bandages^ 
^c. vulnerary detergent Injedions were found very 
ufeful, thrown in in large Quantities, both to wafli out 
the putrid Flefn^ and bring away the Scales of Bones 
which were ftill concealed in the Folds of this 
Sack. 

The Sack contraded itfelf daily, grew fmooth and 
white within, and narrower as it approached the 
Uterus J which gave Reafon to believe it one of the 
Fallopian Tubes. 

The Wound was cured in about fix Weeks, and 
the Woman delivered from a long State of Mifery 
grew fat and lufty, and now enjoys good Health. 

Comparing thefe Circumftances together, it feems 
reafonablc to believe this Fruit never was in the 
Cavity of the Womb, but that the impregnated 
Ovum was flopt in its Paflagc through one of the 
Fallopian Tubes, where it grew, and was detained 
fo many Years i and that the Inflammation, which. 
happened below the Navel, was not owing to the 
Rottcnnefs of iSxz Foetus ^ or to its bare Bones feek- 
ing a Difcharge, but rather to fome accidental Fric- 
tion of the containing Sack againft the ^eritonaum^ 
thereby producing Adhefion, Obftrudion, Inflamma- 
tion, iyc. The Foetus^ before this Accident, mufl: 
have remained all thefe Years intirc, and without 
perfeft Corruption: For it took no lefs Time, after 
ks Communication with the common Air, before if 

fhewed. 
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Ihcwcd Marks of Patrcfaftion, than a frcfh Subjcft, 
kept in the fame Degree of Heat, would have done. 

The Doftor's Obfervations of the Bones are : That 
they have a full Proportion to thofe of a Child at nine 
Months, and that the Fibres are more compad:,and their 
Articulations ftronger* The Sockets for the Teeth 
are fix on each Side of the Jawsj the Rentes Ind- 
fores of the upper Jaw arc high and large 5 the Mo^ 
lares have almbft all begun to oflify in their Al- 
veoli^ at leaft the Crown, which is the cortical 
Part, is form'd, and they are fiird internally with a 
cretaceous Subftance. In new-born Children thofe 
Parts are feldom found fo far advanced, which gives 
Reafon to believe this Child did not die v/ithin the 
ordinary Time of Pregnancy, and that the different 
Accidents, before-mentiond to have happen'd, were 
chiefly owing to the preternatural Situation of the 
Fatus. 

Some Places in the Skull appear to have been 
carious, and corroded by foiiie fharp Humours 5 and 
Nature, fupplying its offifying Juices, has repaired 
thcfc Places, and rcnder'd them more folid and 
whiter than the reft, but very uneven and fcabrous, 
from the different Times and Diredions of the bony 
Sproutings. There are likewifc Eocoftofes on the 
Ends of the Thigh-Bone, and fome other Bones. 

'Tis very difficult to determine about what Time 
the Growth of thefe Produdions began or ended. 
Suppofing it from the Time of the Diforders that 
happened in the firft Months of Pregnancy ^ would 
not fuch a Difeafe have caufed Death to the Foetus y 
before it had come thus to a full Growth ? If it was 
the Confequence of the violent Accidents which 

4 happen'd 
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ha{)pch'd about the Time of the natural Birth, the 
Child then muft have continued alive fome confi- 
derable Time afterwards, during which thcfe bony 
Excrefcences were formed i there being a perfeft 
Ofllfication, as performed by the Laws of Circula- 
tion, and not by any vegetative or petrifying Power, 
as in inanimate Bodies. 

Two or three of the lateral Procefles of the Spine 
were what firft paffed thro' the little Ulcer $ the reft of 
the Bones (except a few that were loft in cleaning) were 
prefented by the Doftor to the Mufeum of the Royal 
Society. They retain a very ftrong and lingular 
Smell, though they were immediately cleanfed from 
the rotten Flefh, and well waflied. 

The Woman came by Sea to Stockholm above a 
Year after this Cure, and was prefented to the Jlca- 
demy in good Health 5 and the Doftor believes ftic 
is ftilL alive and welh 



II. I7)e Motion <^ Projediles near the EartFs 
Surface confiderdy independent of the Pro-^ 
perties of the Conic Sections ; in a Letter 
to Martin Folkes Efquire^ Pr. R. S. hy 
Mr. Tho. Simpfon F. R. S.* 

Read Feb. 4. A FTER fo much as has been already 

^'^^''^ XJl f^i^ ^po^ ^^^ Motion of Projeftiles 
in vatuOy it may feem needlefs to attempt any thing 
further on that Head 5 neverthelefs, as a thorough 
Knowledge in the Art of Gunnery is become more 

than 



